JosusTrail English Guide to Israeli Topographical Hiking Maps JesusTrall

Colored lines (top of the rightmost column) are routes blazed with a colored line between two white lines. Unmarked paths are also shown on the
maps, but are often shown inaccurately, and we do not recommend hiking off of marked routes without GPS or a good knowledge of the area.
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Translation and Pronunciation of Common Geographical Terms

Note: A word ending in n, in some grammatical forms, will have its last letter changed to n. The
resulting word has the same meaning and is pronounced with a T on the end. For example, J esus rqil
“Giva” (hill) becomes “Givat” in proper names such as “Givat Yehonatan” (Hill of Jonathan). cOM

These common terms are listed by Hebrew spelling, approximate pronunciation (“kh” is the guttural “h” sound), and meaning.

|'V — En —Spring n\nyn — Mara — Cave

|"'vn — Mayan — Spring y' —Yar —Forest

X1 - Be'er — Well qwa — Gesher — Bridge

7M1 — Nahal — River (stream, dry bed, or the canyon created by n\n>1a - Birka — Pool

a stream) WW —She’ar — Gate

"TXI — Wadi — The Arabic equivalent of Nahal n\nanin —Khorva — Ruin

AN — Har — Mountain N —Tel — Archaeological site (lit. “Hill”)

n\nyaa - Giva — Hill nnix¥ — Tsomet — Junction

iy — Emek — Valley X' 'aw - Shvil Yisrael — Israel National Trail

nypPa — Beka — Valley |'7120 72w — Shvil HaGolan — Golan Heights Trail

n\nn1 — Rama — Plateau or high place (pl. ninn — Ramot) MIwan 1T - Derekh HaBisura — Jesus Trail (lit. “Gospel Trail”)
[ — Gan — Park or Garden n1"ynn ny ‘72w — Shvil Emek HaMayanot — Valley of Springs
"MIX7 |2 — Gan Le’umi — National Park Trail

n\nimw — Shmora — Nature Reserve MITR 72w — Shvil Azori — Regional mountain bicycle trail

Hebrew Alphabet Guide

Learning the whole Hebrew alphabet can be difficult, but this guide should allow you to roughly sound out the names of towns and
other sites shown on the map. Some letters have a final form (left column), which is used when they appear at the end of a word.

Aleph—Glottal stop (the sound in the middle of V  Ayin—Glottal stop or silent
K the word “mitten”), or at the beginning of a word 9 9 Peffe—PorF
starting with a vowel
¥ Tsade—Ts (as in pizza), “ch” with an apostrophe
2 Beit—BorV
P Kof—K
A Gimel—G. With an apostrophe, J
1 Resh—R
T Dalet—D
¥ Shin—ShorS
N Hei—H
N Tav—T
1 Vav—V or W as a consonant, O or U as a vowel
T Zayin—Z
N Khet—Kh

The Society for the Protection of Nature in Israel publishes a set of 20 topo-
O Tet—T graphical hiking maps covering the whole of Israel and the occupied territo-
ries, which are invaluable for independent hikers in the region. The maps
Yod-Y as a consonant, | or Eas avowel |are only in Hebrew, and this guide was created to enable foreigners to use
them as well. We hope it will encourage visitors and travelers to discover

-

) —
A Kaf—Kor Kh the region’s potential for outdoor adventure and its beautiful landscape. On
D  Llamed—L this side is a list of common terms found on the maps; on the opposite side
is an English translation of the map key. The key found here is from the

DN Mem—M

newest edition of the maps; as of January, 2011, only map 9 (the Jerusalem
1 1 Nun—N area) has the new system. However, almost all symbols are the same and
this guide will allow you to use any of the maps.

O  Samekh—S

This guide was created by Julian Bender, with translation help from Kent Barshov, and published and distributed by the Jesus Trail
(www.jesustrail.com), based in Nazareth, Israel. With questions about this guide, email julian@jesustrail.com.

The Israel Trails Committee (www.teva.org.il/english/itc) maintains hiking trails and sells maps; they are located within the Society
for the Protection of Nature in Israel’s offices in Jerusalem, on Heleni HaMalka St., just off Jaffa St.




